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The Making and Breaking of a Popular Front:
The Case of the National Negro Congress

Posted on July 2, 2023 by Eric Arnesen

This is part of a series featuring authors of essays in the journal Labor: Studies in Working
Class History. Eric Arnesen discusses the main arguments of his recently published essay
on the National Negro Congress and shares some great images and documents from his
research. The full essay appeared in the 20:1 (March 2023) issue of the journal.
Subscriptions are part of LAWCHA membership.

Two decades before Rosa Parks and the Black community of Montgomery, Alabama
launched what is known as “the modern civil rights movement” in 1955, activists met at
Howard University in Washington, D.C. to discuss “The Position of the Negro in our
National Economic Crisis.” Most of those attending found the Roosevelt Administration’s
New Deal to be inadequate to the task of addressing the Great Depression and injurious of
Black workers’ interests. In the months that followed, they laid the groundwork for a new
organization, the National Negro Congress (NNC), that promised to serve as a “weapon for
Negro rights” by uniting a broad range of organizations, promoting grassroots protest, and
advocating on behalf of interracial labor unity.
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The National Negro Congress held its inaugural
convention in Chicago in mid-February 1936,
drawing hundreds of delegates and considerable
media coverage in the African American press.
Credit: Washington Area Spark Flickr Page and
Papers of A. Philip Randolph, Reel 23.
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*“\What man can look upon this state of things without reselv- ||
ing to cast his influence with the elements which are to tome

down in ten-fold thunder and dash this state of things ta
atoms." [Frederick Douglass, Lotters to Wm. Lloyd Garrisen.)

Cover pamphlet authored by John P. Davis making the
case for the formation of a National Negro Congress in
1935. Credit: Washington Area Spark Flickr page,
Creative Commons License.

Its founding convention in Chicago in February 1936 won accolades from many Black
journalists and editors. “No more significant event has been recorded in the post-
Emancipation history of the Negro in America,” the Indianapolis Recorder concluded with
some degree of hyperbole. The 1936 gathering evinced “such enthusiasm, such sustained
interest,” the National Urban League’s Lester Granger explained, that was “indicative of a
deep rooted and nationwide dissatisfaction of Negroes that rapidly mounts into a flaming
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resentment.” Departing delegates “took with them this new hope” and had “laid the basis
for building unity, for augmenting their power and their strength,” the young Communist
writer Richard Wright concluded. The new association represented the “popular front” in
action, uniting liberals, Communists, and some socialists in a coalition that appeared ready
to tackle aggressively the myriad crises afflicting Black America.

Crossroads of Labor Femillism: School' Cressing Guards

Cutting Down the Libs: Anti-Environmental Origins
of Oregon’s Working-Class Right

Rise and Fall of the Popular Front: Reconsidering
the National Negro Congress

Eric Arnesen’s essay is included in Volume 20:1.

How this Popular Front coalition came into existence is one of the themes explored in my
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article, “The Making and Breaking of a Popular Front: The Case of the National Negro
Congress,” which appears in the 20:1 (March 2023) issue of the journal Labor: Studies in
Working Class History. One part of the story is a familiar one to historians. Deeply worried
about the rise of fascism, the Communist Party rethought its sectarianism and sought to
build bridges to non-Communist progressives to better meet the challenges of depression-
era America. They edged closer to this position even before the Comintern declared the
Popular Front to be the new policy in August 1936. But non-Communists, for their part, also
had to conclude that there were advantages to working with the Communists with whom
they sharply disagreed on organizational and ideological matters and had bitterly fought
with - sometimes literally - over the course of the depression’s early years.

Button for the NNC’s
second national convention,
held in Philadelphia in
October 1937. It depicts
abolitionists John Brown
and Richard Allen.

A. Philip Randolph, a prominent Black socialist and leader of the Brotherhood of Sleeping
Car Porters (BSCP), was one of those who was dismissive of Communists’ beliefs and
practices, which included regular Communist attacks on him and the leadership of his
union. His attitude changed in the first half of 1935. Alarmed as well at the rise and spread
of fascism, he came to respect CP members’ role in challenging New York City officials in
the aftermath of a riot in Harlem in March 1935 and concluded that the united front the
Communists were pushing might be an effective political vehicle. Putting aside his history of
antagonism with the CP, he agreed to be the NNC'’s first president and public face, while
John P. Davis, a Harvard Law graduate close to the CP, served as its executive director. It
was Davis, not Randolph, who ran the NNC’s daily operations. The article reconstructs the
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origins of the political rapprochement that brought the NNC into being.

Contemporaries and subsequent historians have offered a range of views about the NNC'’s
accomplishments and character. Some have depicted the NNC as a vibrant grassroots
organization, a vanguard in the anti-fascist fight that included but was not dominated by
Communists; it helped to “launch the first successful industrial labor movement” in the
United States, and “remade urban politics and culture in America,” some contend. Others
disagree with that picture. Social scientist and journalist Horace Cayton contended that the
“Congress never became an organization supported by a membership but remained pretty
much a paper front” whose policies were determined by the Communists and the Congress
of Industrial Organizations, while Charlotta Bass, the editor of the California Eagle who
would soon become a close ally of the Communist Party, noted the NNC’s “failure to achieve
any outstanding accomplishment to racial progress.”

While my article doesn’t fully explore the NNC'’s track record during the Popular Front
years, it does argue that the organization was a genuine alliance of convenience that
overcame past divisions and promised a new, militant political departure. Crucially, it also
revisits the old question of the precise role the CP played in building and sustaining the
NNC. It argues that while Communists did not control the NNC directly - at least initially —
they were, in fact, the driving force in the organization during its early years. It suggests
that historians who treat the NNC as something of an autonomous force in union and
community campaigns downplay the Communists’ genuine contributions, withhold credit
that actually belongs to party members who worked tirelessly under its banner.
Recognizing the real if sometimes concealed role of CPers also allows us to better
understand the steady undercurrent of criticism from anticommunist Black leaders,
criticism that cannot be dismissed simply as misguided or opportunistic redbaiting.

Finally, the article argues that it is impossible to disentangle the organization’s
transformation in 1940 from the issue of Communist influence. The Hitler-Stalin Pact

(the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact of Non-Aggression) of August 1939 brought an abrupt end to
the Popular Front. Domestically, the CP put aside its antifascism and devoted itself to
keeping America out of what it now called the inter-imperialist conflict in Europe. For the
NNC, the matter came to a head at its third convention in late April 1940. John P. Davis
offered unqualified support of the CP foreign policy line that “the Yanks Are Not Coming”
while Randolph, refusing to stand for re-election, denounced both Nazi Germany, Japan, and
the Soviet Union as totalitarian societies. Delegates fled the auditorium as he spoke. Non-
communists in attendance like Ralph Bunche, Layle Lane, and Pauli Murray had no doubt
that the assembly was dominated by Communists, Black and white. To Murray, the Congress
gathering was “a farce” that was “completely C.P. dominated” while Bunche predicted -
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with some exaggeration, that the membership would “soon be reduced to devout party
members, close fellow travelers, and representatives of the C.I.O. unions.” The NNC
survived the departure of Randolph and many other non-Communists and, in the months
that followed, it dedicated itself to the CP’s anti-war stance. But the united front/Popular
Front was dead.

While the NNC'’s history “cannot be understood solely by reference to Communism,” as
historian David Witwer once argued, downplaying communism - as many scholars have
done — makes it harder to understand the organization’s formation and, later, its abrupt
and dramatic change in ideological direction and the subsequent defection of non-
Communist Black activists from its ranks. Rather than constituting a “hand grenade in
debates about the Communist Party’s role in the Black freedom movements,” as one
historian has recently put it, Communists and their actual relationship to the NNC are
necessary components of any understanding of the organization’s rise and fall - or at least
its rise and transformation into an organization whose membership and ideological
orientation were indistinguishable from that of the CP. The NNC’s history cannot be told
without wrestling with the “hand grenade” of the Communist issue.
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“Universal Unrest Among Black People Revealed at National Congfess Here,” read the

headline in the February 22, 1936 issue of the Chicago Defender. Elsewhere in the paper
the paper reprinted the various resolutions adopted by the Congress (below).

Credit:Chicago Defender
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The National Negro Congress

By JAMES W. FORD

THRDUGH the vigilance, emergy and stead fastness of the Com-

munst Party on the Megro gquestion a powerful movement
among the Negro people & taking solid roor, The ruling elas of this
country has weed every repressive measure to stille the resistance of
the Negra peaple. With the tictics used in Germany by the Fascists
against the Jewish people and fin Russia by the old tsarist regime
gyrminst the many nationalities, the ruling elass in this country tries
to prevent all the forces with common interests from joining against
war and reaction.

However, despite all their efforts, a mass movement arises arnong
the Negro peaple. Fundamentally, a mass movement of the Negro
people in the Upited States can be a movement of a whele nation
of people against American capitalismy divergent class and group
interests can come together in it

This fact wus never hefare so clearly shown as by the Natianal
Negro Conpgress which closed at Chicaga on February 16, Tt would
be worthwhile for white workers, and all who arc sincercly inter-
ested in the problems of the Negro people, to give this movement
their careful attention and help to build it into a powerful instru-
ment to fight for Negro rights and national liberation.

The Mational Megro Conpres represents a broadly developing
movement, It hardly matters how divergent the groups within it may
be ar the beginning. In all probability, econemic and social divisions
will emerge within it; no doubt, tendencies to the Lefr and Right
will grow. This maovement lias been brought togetler around a min-
imum program of commeon interests, The Left forces, becauze af
their experience and understanding, can render great help to it

The mavement is not yet made up of 2 large, clearly conscioun
progressive group; and there are, consequently, great dengers to be
guarded against from reactionary political forces, such as the Re-
publican and Democratic Parties, because of their traditional in-
fluence among the Negro people, Various social segments and groups
within the Congress are not yee (in the full political sense) aware
of unity pacts and che full meaning of united front alliinces. Yet
there are, within the life of the Negro people, elements that wam
and factors that tead toward common, unified action for Negro
rights.

One of the most hopeful forces in the National Negro Congresa

F11

Black communist James W. Ford participated in the founding conference of the National
Negro Congress. In the pages of a party journal, The Communist, he recounted his
impressions about the new organization’s formation and character.
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The Communist’s Way Out
for the Negro

JAMES W. FORD

The world is caught in the midst
of a great crisis. Masses of people
live on the brink of starvation.
Changes are taking place in society
and in government. Movements to-
wards war and fascism are develop-
ing rapidly., OIld ideas, upon which
generations of people have been
raised, are crumbling because life no
longer justifies them, People in all
walks of life are seeking new solu-
tions, new ways out of present con-
ditions. Easy and simple proposals
to solve the complicated difficulties
of present day life are heard on
every side.

What is the relation of the Ne-
groes in the United States to this
rapidly changing world? What is
the way out? This question presents
itself more sharply to the Negro
masses than to any other section of
the population.

We believe that we express the
minimum desires of the Negro people
when we say that they want at least
a decent livelihood, the rights of
human beings, and equal, honorable
and respected status in public and
social life.

Present day capitalism has mnot
been able to satisfy these needs and
is less and less able to do so. There
are those who say that by reform-
ing capitalism it can be made to fill
the needs of the masses. We shall
show that this is impossible.

Moreover, the Negro people want
an equal national status in the

country. These things can only be
obtained through hard struggle for
immediate daily needs leading on to
big economic and political strug-
gles. This way out is not an easy
one, but no basic change in society
is easy. A radical change in pres-
ent day society must be made before
the needs of the Negro people can be
satisfied.

The Civil War was a peculiar
form of the further development of
the American Revolution. The lead-
ership of the Civil War was in the
hands of the so-called left radical
wing of the Republican Party, who
acted, however, under pressure of
the workers and farmers of the
North and Northwest. The Civil
War was fought to decide who shall
become the masters of the United
States—the rich planters of the
South or the new rising industrial
class. The new industrial class won
and opened up the way for the rapid
development of capitalism through-
out the country.

Before the Civil War there were
at least a score of rebellions of the
Negro slaves; of particular signifi-
cance was the uprising led by Nat
Turner in Virginia in 1831 but be-
cause of lack of organization the
slaves were defeated. These armed
uprisings of the Negroes culminated
in the attempted Negro uprising in
the raid on Harper’s Ferry led by
John Brown. All of these rebellions
were forebodings of the Civil War.

© LAWCHA. All Rights Reserved. | 11



LAWCHA

The Labor and Working-Class History Association

James W. Ford, one of the country’s most prominent African American communists, was a
strong supporter of both the united front/Popular Front and the National Negro

Congress. This is a page from his speech at the 1935 Howard University conference that
preceded the NNC’s formation. Credit: Journal of Negro Education
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FEBRUARY 25, 1936

15

Two Million Black Voices

Time: An era of lynching, Jim Crowism
und an era of disfranchisement; a time when
living standards of Megroes are sinking to
lower and lower levels.,

Place: Chicagon — the Eighth Regiment
Armory, a huge, bleak structure which
houses the crack Illincis Negro “8th,” a
regiment whose ranks were decimated in
Flanders te make the world “safe for a
democracy” the Negro people have never
known.,

EVEN hundred sixty-three delegates

and  eight thousand  visitors  are

jammed into the hall. They repre-
sent directly and I‘ndimtﬂg'lh:u million op-
pressed Negroes of America.  Everywhere
there is eagerness and tension.

All the talk takes the form of questions.
“What do you think we can do?™" “Will
things be different?” These are the words
of sharecroppers wha hitch-hiked through
zero cold to come to the Natonal Negro

Congress. These are the words of industrial
workers, doctors, shop-girls, politicians,
preachers, social workers, labor leaders,

teachers, as they stand or sit, waiting.
‘They have come from every section af
the country,
A church choir begins to sing and ten
thousand woices swell:

Sing o song

Full of the fnith thar the dark past has tanght u
Sing n song

Full of the hope that the present hns hrooght
Let vs mareh on "til victory s won.

The hope of o new day for these ten
million subjugated people is expressed in the
fall of a gavel inlaid with wood tnken from
the hulk of the lnst slave ship that cver
touched the shores of continental United
States. And as the greetings pour in to
the opening session from all over America
and the world, the 763 delegates mre con-
firmed in the knowledge that they are not
alone, They are a vanguard of a huge ris-
ing people, a section of o world-wide army
of toilers driving toward liberation.

The address aof A, Phillip Randolph,' pres-
ident of the International Brotherhood of
Slecping Car Porters and President of the
NMational Negro Congress, sounds this new
day of victory. Pointing a means of action
each sentence is a blow of logic breaking a
new path,

Mo black workers can be free so long as
a white worker is a slave, and by the same to-
ken, no white worker 5 certain of security
while his black brother iz bound. . . . Our
contemparary history is a witness to the fact

1 0wing to illoess, Rondelph could oot attend.
His speech wos read.

RICHARD WRIGHT

Black America is a vietim of both class- and
race-oppression.  Because MNegroes are black,
they are hated, lynched and murdered. Be-
cause MNeproes are workers they are brow-
beaten, intimidated and exploited. . . . The
Negro people face a hard, deceptive and
brutal capitalist order, despite its preach-
ments of "Christian love and brotherhood.”

With this as his basic premise, he pre-
sented a list of partial demands, welding
them finally into one general, wltimate de-
mand—a new Bill of Rights for the Negro
people.  Coming closer home, he points out
that the New Deal is no remedy. It does
not place human rights above property rights,
but gives the business interests the support
of the state.

To those Negroes who look to a return
of the old order, he says, “The restoration
of the Republican rule is no solution. . . .
Probably the greatest danger to American
institutions today—the threat of a fascist
dictatorship—is the Republican party, the
American Liberty League and the Hearst
publishing syndicate. , . ." He stresses the
fact that under either of the old parties
all waorkers — both black and white — are
faced with maore than the abrogation of civil
rights. "“War is the twin gister of fascism.
<o It is an immediate danger.”

UT of the present-day confusion of
social tendencies what road can the
Megroes of America take in their struggle
far pational liberation? In what direction
lies the richest opportunity for effective ac-
tion? Where are the forces strang enough
to bear the brunt of this offensive against
war and fascism ¥
Surely not throwgh the continuance of the
present modes of separate actions!  Although
at times the work of single organizations is
militant and courageous, this is not enough.
Randolph demonstrates that the rapid march
of imperialism and the trustification of mo-
nopoly capitalism  require the immediate
united effort of the broadest masses of the
people.  And this united effort must lead o
the formation of new instrumentalities of
palitical action. Discarding both the Repub-
lican and Democratic parties, the Megro
people may look for the solution of their
difficulties solely in an anti-capitalistic party
—a Farmer-Labor Party. And this inde-
pendent political action by workers' groups
is closely tied to the matter of industrial
unionism. For “the craft union invariably
has a color bar sgminst the Negro workers,
but the industrial unien in structure renders
race discrimination less possible,”
Randalph’s speech opens two broad per-
spectives before the Megro people: (1) it
marks the broaching of the idea of a na-

© LAWCHA. All Rights Reserved. | 13

tional solidified movement among Negroes of
all classes and occupations; (2} and it de-

“monstrates both the pessibility and necessity

of an alliance of the Negro with all the
progressive and class-conscious  elements in
America and the entire world.

The remaining sessions of the Congress
formulated in organizational terms & mili-
tant program for the good, not only of black
America, but white America as well. John
.P' Davis, national secretary, in his conclud-
ing words asked: “Do we have the right
to act? Is there & man so callous ns to ar-
tempt to destroy the unity expressed here
tonight? In meeting in this hall, we are
expressing our right to place human rights
above property rights.”

']I-'I'IE proposed Megro Bill of Rights for
which the Congress will seek endarsement,
reads as follows:

The right of Negroes to desent wagm and
membership In labor unions.

Relief and secority for every Negro family.

General wocial and employment insurance with-
out diserimination,

thNmmim and the right of Negro

Timers, tenants and share to organize

amd bargain eollectively. s

A national anti-lynching law,

The right of Megroes w vote, serve on juries
and enjoy civil liberty snd equality,

Equal opportunicy for Negro youths In educs-
tion and in the ecanomic life of the community.

Equality for Negro women in the matter of
wages, euvis for th ves and children
in hosing, school and recreational facilities and
the right to organire ns comsumers,

Opposition to war and fasclam; the indepen-
dquju of ; opposition of world eoloadal

LELiE A

These demands can be won by a Farmer-
Labor Party, James W. Ford, Communist
leader, told the convention, Such a pelitical
party would unite all progressive forces to
fight toward the realization of these ends.
Significantly, the welcome given by the dele-
gatex to Ford was in direct contrast to their
unwillingness to hear representatives of the
old-line parties.

Fram the drive for unity ameng the Negro
peaple and berween the Negro and white
workers and their allies, came the resslution
calling for an International Congress of
Negroes which would supplement the yearly
meetings of the American Congres. The
struggle for Megro rights and for the Ne-
gro to toke his rightful place in the Ameri-
can scene gathered momentum ar the First
Congress.  As the young arganizer, John P.
Davis said, “The Congress must create new
unity, new hope, new power and strength
for Black America"

The delegates have left Chicago. They
took with them this new hope. They had
laid the basis for building unity, for aug-
menting their power and their
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In February 1936, the aspiring writer Richard Wright, then a member of the Communist
Party, attended the founding convention of the National Negro Congress in the Eight
Regiment Armory on Chicago’s South Side. In his account of the gathering, he promoted the
Popular Front line and urged the “immediate united effort of the broadest masses of the
people,” including the “drive for unity among the Negro people and between the Negro and
white workers and their allies.” He came way deeply impressed with what he heard and, in
the pages of the New Masses, insisted that the delegates had “laid the basis for building
unity, for augmenting their power and their strength.” Credit: The New Masses
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NNC President A. Philip Randolph laid out his endorsement of the Popular Front at the
organization’s second national gathering in Philadelphia in October 1937. Credit: National
Negro Congress News
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COMMUNISM
CAUSES SPLIT
IN CONGRESS

Randolph Resigns As The
President; Crowd
Boos Brown

WASIHINGTON, May 3—
(ANP)—A..Philip Randolph
and the National Negro Con-
gress came to the parting of
the ways here Sunday night,
[when in the final meeling of the
body Mr. Randolph clearly and
ennecizelv ztated his difference of
opinion with the lrends indicaled'
in the meeting and dispassionately |
refused to run for reclection io the!
post he had held continuously far!
the past three years. )

Mr. Randolph’s speech was, as
usual, cldssic in its logic and de-
livery. I

“Jt was reluctantly that I consen’-
ed to serve as president of this or- |
panization when it was first organ- !
ized in Chicago, but I sent a wire !
noiifving the organization that I
was not in a posilion.lo serve. How- .
ever, I accepled the. presidency!
when elected. . |

“At the sccond congress-in Phila- !
deiphia, I declared it was impoz-
sible for me to continue as presi-;
dent ol the congress, as [ was no!;
in the best of health and could no!:
accept the responsibility for the'
policies of such a nalional organi-
zation. However, I agreed lo serve
again, i

“I have come lo the poini. so far
as [ can sce, when a departure has
been made from the original pro-
sram. Policies have been adopled
to which [ agree, and some have
been adopted to which { am op-
posed. T would not e true to my-
self and because I am opposed to

certain of the policies, it is impos-
sible for me to conlinue as president .
of the congress. l
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At the NNC’s third national
convention in late April 1940, its
president A. Philip Randolph
announced that he would not run
for re-election because of the
Communist party’s influence and
the new policies the NNC was
adopting in the aftermath of the
Hitler-Stalin Pact. Credit: Chicago
Defender, 1940
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NEW YORK, MAY, 1940

- <0

WHY I WOULD

NOT STAND FOR RE-ELECTION FOR

PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS

1 aim eomvineed ihat the Third M.
tional Megro Congross has mol sac-
coolfElin pemowing from the mind
of the public e dea that the charge
ol ahe Dy Committer, that the Na-
tional Megro Congress is 3 Commu
nis Fromt, and a Transmivien Bt
for Communiste propagsnds. s oo
e, Do facn ihe Congress has bril.
hanly succeeded in giving the chasge

rteiy appearance of tuth and walid-
iy

I am convinoed, also, that uniiil the
| #ligma ol (he Communisi Frong s
wiped Trom the Congress, il-will nIver
rally ihe masses of the Megro peopte.

The proceduw. conduct and palicivs
of 1he Megro Cosigross. as set up in
this third mationsl meesing. will make
ats infavnee m the afairs of 1he Amer-
ican Megroes. short lived  The Amer-
scam MNegroes will not Jopg fellow any
aiganization which accepls dictation
and cotrol from the Communisz Pany.
The American Megro will not long
follow any orgamizarion which acceprs
L
argarezation,

I the lasr mational Executive Com-
mittee meding 0 New Yok e
Brother John P. Daris was autheerized
10 go out and borrow §0.000 1 help
put il Third Congress over.  He ir-
formed me than be had borrowed it
and mentioned 1he nsme i 2 man.
was piven o specific dentiny of 1w
What was the sowrce of thi
miaey?  The Dubegates lo the Con-
PLET 1.hnpl,|.1 know Burcause what-
ever it the sauree of the masey with
which the Congress w rin, will slsa
e the somree of is wdeas. policies s
contal.

ma.

It b= a weli-known facr thar mosl
ol the contribmtions 1o this Congress,
expressed by the Secretary, Mr, Dawie,
from CIO unions  Is this the
weasan why the Coangeess is taking the
CIO lime

In an Executive Commilled mnet-
wmg i Mew York Ciry, Mr. Davis
inlarmed i1 that the Commuonist Party
coniribirted $100 5 month ta the Cone
gress.  [s this the reason why the Con-
gress refuses to attempt to make plan
1o the American prople that it in mot
1 Communist Frami?  Theie quese
s showld be defimitcly and @nigam-
e<ally anvwesed,

ane

When | was ashed in 2 Committee
meeting in Mew York 1o wist some
unions. or siga a leifer 1o be semt Na
A crtaln unions for Funds 1 reiused
brcause 1 am wnalwrably opposed o
having 3 MNegro organiration, which
is supposed 1o be fighting the baicles
af the ‘race, depending for its maii
income wpoi 3 jowrce curside of 1ha
Wegea people themselven

| am opposcd to the Matlamal Me-
gre Congres dr'p_mdin.g upon  the
Commumms or €10 for iis financial
mainrenance. becawse | am oppossd
i the Congress bring domimated by
either the Communists or the CIO

itag=rmi-Toerret i A Wi

"By A Philip Radolph

“The Congress should be unconrollcd
apd respomsible to wo osg bui che
Megro prople.  Bufb it will uwai be un-
conirolled and cespbnsible o so ope
bt the Negio people snien the M-
gro people supply the money for its
AR E AN

Mow. there is mothing against the
Congress recviving comiribuil
apians, bul i1 s damgerous business
where there i 2 split in e labor
mavement, for it B rednve prastacally
the major funds, wpon which hs ox-
istence depends. [rom unigns on one
wide of the frace. It is bamnil 10 make
the Congress blased 1owand onc side
and Lherehy destroy the wnited frog)
and mass character ol the Congressr
becawse ar will no longer be able 1o
rally 1be Megra warkess in the A, F.
ol L.

Wihen the Mationd] Nepro Congres
lases s indvpendunce. it loses it soul,
and has no furcher reason for beng.
It also forfets and beggavs the faith
ad comfidence of the Negni masses.
=i Wil thaier the hopes and aspirs-
tions of the Negro people who yoarn
angd pray far the Noegro Congress mot
to #ill aur acher so labor or capital,
Communisis of Republians vr Dem-
ocraly

Since the tremd of the Natjoasl
Megro Congress is obvieusly toward
domination by the Communists and
phie CICx | would noer stamd For e
election Tor Presdom

| da mid oppose the dominatien
of the Congress by the CIO bueaust
[ am cpposed o the CIO, [ would
b eppased 1o domination of e Con-
griws by the A, F, of [, ar any other
while argamizatio,

v from

With srapeet to dominstion by the
Communisi. | am npor only oppos:d
to domenation of the Coigress by
them. but [ consider the Commimists
a definice menace and & danger ta the
Megro people and  laber, beciuse of
rube or ruin and dwruptive taciics in
the interest of the Suviet Union,

Congress got nader way. that the tem-
per, flavar snd viewpoine of the Con-
gross wore Commanuitie. and 1het the
resolations adopled would reflect the
Communssi line. It was noi long be.
fage my saipicions wene confirmed
for the persion who was sthecred for
the Chairman of the Resolutions Com-
mitiee is an acknowlodged Commumisi.
This was am unpardonable ondossal
and childish Bluades, [ didin't prave
SRAEAT B T WO I W U
leve. since the Congress was  deliber.
ately packed with Communisse  and
CI0 members who wem cicher Com-
manisls of srmpathizers with Com.
mtielate,

Thre Third Mational Megra Coa-
pross was 8 miserable failure, o far
as represenling the sentimen: of  the
Americaa Noegro people s concesned.
Uproarioey applavse grecied cvery [0
vatable reference i the Congress in

It was apparent. immediately the |

Soviet Rosis, The satement was
even - made that he Negro  people
would oot fight in an imperislisn war
against the Sowiet Union, Bug this
is far frum the truth, I the United
States declased wat spen Commuais
Kuessis tomorrow, the Negro would
hght Rumis. with abl ilie fervor and
patrictam of any other 100 per cent
American.  Anyone who believes fo
the comtrary s living in 2 fool's par-
adine. B

Soviel Rumia was hailed as a land
without poverty or race prejudice
Bor the Bact a5, thire are no Megfbes
in Sovier Russis st would ocasken
any manifestation of rice dacrinain-
tion,  Howvwer, it i significant to
note that Bolshevik Rusda frecly mld
ail o Fascist Traly e assisc 1he muis
derous war of ivasen of (e peacs-
loving and ancwnt kingdem of Ethi-
apis.

I guit the Congress berause T was
oppoted to lisking i up with Libor's
Won-Partisan  Loague, the  palitical
mauthpicee of the CIO. since this
departare Trom dle oiigina
mirmuam program wpon which 1hee
could be general agreement and 2 sound
hases fur rallyeng the MNegra masses.

v oseene anfomatic and as wimple
ancome, two, thoee, that the Congres
ol oot rally the Negros im the
A F ol L. W i were tied up with
the IO, and o <ould wor rally ihe
Negroes tn the ClO, of i were silied
wiih the A F of L

1 quit 1he Comgress becawse | was
npposd 1 i o ls oificials, express.
ng sympathy for the Sovice Unioh,
which s the desth prison wherp Ja-
moceacy and liberty have wallkcd (hew
“las mile” and where shotking ~head
purges’” wipe out any. amd all per-
sans who expres any disseniing opin-
iont from dictator Sualing

I quin the Congress Becawse | saw
that e Communists weee Semly in
the saddle and the delegates were mot
subhject o ihe infuence of Tacor and
peasoi. Thelt minds wend already
made up  when they came dhere by
Communisly  manrpulations.  cauzuss
and propagands.  Nothing could shake
them. Evea poos old mew snd wo-
me from the doep South and from
uvp Morth. whe didn't’
have the slightest idea of what it wa
all abowe. parrmit fashion, wenr down
e Comminl Tine. like  bleating
sheep led 2o slaughter.

way A

some  parks

I quit the Congress becssse it o
some 1200 or more debegates, over
W00 were white, which made the Con-
It v mathink.
able char the Jewish Congrem would
hawe Gentiles in it or thar a Catholic
Congrenmt would have Protestanis in it
or that the famous ANl India Coa-
grow would hawe foit as members
ratives of Alrica, Why shauld & MNe-
gro Congress have white people m it!

iCunt, an Page 4, Cul 5)

gress Iook fike a joke.

© LAWCHA. All Rights Reserved. | 20




LAWCHA

The Labor and Working-Class History Association

Above: In the pages of his union journal, The Black Worker, A. Philip Randolph, the
president of both the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters and the National Negro
Congress, explained in forceful terms why he had left the National Negro Congress. The
organization, he argued, had lost its independence; it had come to depend on the CIO and
the Communist party for its funding and had come under communist domination. “I consider
the Communists a definite menace and a danger to the Negro people and labor,” he made
clear, ‘because of rule or ruin and disruptive tactics in the interest of the Soviet Union.” He
had quit the NNC, he explained, “because it is not truly a Negro Congress.” Credit: The
Black Worker
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The Black weekly, The California Eagle;, announced Randolph’s departure from the
National Negro Congress in a bold first-page headline in its May 2, 1940 issue.
Credit: California Eagle
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