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Black Women Demand Reparations and the
Right to Live Free

Posted on June 18, 2020 by Sheri Davis-Faulkner

BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and People of Color) women leaders have for centuries
been stitching our community stories into the US tapestry to correct the white-
washed narrative and reveal this nation’s bloody history. Black women have labored
to produce and reproduce generations of possibility and freedom dreams, while
countering the nonsensical mythmaking of “truth, justice, and the American way.”
Putting our bodies on the line, we consistently expose the exclusionary, delusional,
and violent truths that white supremacy is the United States’ true religion,
patriarchal state violence is the weapon used to beat/keep Black people in their
place, and exploitative racialized capitalism is the system we live and labor under.

Black mobility is restricted and controlled through violence by police, white
vigilantes, and individual angry white men (Trayvon Martin, Sandra Bland,
Philando Castile, Renisha McBride, Jordan Davis, Michael Brown, Ahmaud
Arbery, De’von Bailey, Laquan McDonald, Antwon Rose, Amadou Diallo).

Black homes are raided, invaded, and shot into by police (Katheryn Johnston,
Breonna Taylor, Botham Jean, Atatiana Jefferson).

Black churches are bombed and defaced, and clergy/congregants murdered by
white men/boys (Addie May Collins, Denise McNair, Carol Robertson, and
Cynthia Wesley AND Clementa Pickney, Cynthia Hurd, Rev. Sharonda Coleman
Singleton, Tywanza Sanders, Ethel Lance, Susie Jackson, DePayne Middleton-
Doctor, Rev. Daniel Simmons, Myra Thompson) .

Black girls are attacked and traumatized by white state officials in communities
and schools (Dajerria Becton, Shakara).

Black children are missing and murdered (Edward Hope Smith, Milton Harvey,
Yusef Bell, Angel Lanier, Jeffrey Mathis, Eric Middlebrooks, Christopher
Richardson, LaTonya Wilson, Aaron Wyche, Anthony Carter, Earl Terrell, Lubie
Geter…).

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/florida-teen-trayvon-martin-is-shot-and-killed
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/may/07/sandra-bland-video-footage-arrest-death-police-custody-latest-news
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-40357355
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/renisha-mcbride-detroit-woman-shot-to-death-while-seeking-help-after-a-car-accident-family-says/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2014/oct/17/michael-dunn-sentenced-life-without-parole-florida
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-30207808
https://www.nytimes.com/article/ahmaud-arbery-shooting-georgia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/article/ahmaud-arbery-shooting-georgia.html
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/claudiakoerner/no-charges-devon-bailey-shooting-colorado
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/643309816/16-shots-the-police-shooting-of-laquan-mc-donald
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-47683162
https://www.nytimes.com/topic/person/amadou-diallo
https://www.ajc.com/news/local/city-pay-slain-woman-family-million/GWqsgDArzmOhvpb7iPY6FI/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/05/us/breonna-taylor-birthday-charges-arrests-case-trnd/index.html
https://www.npr.org/2019/10/02/766454839/amber-guyger-ex-officer-who-killed-man-in-his-apartment-given-10-years-in-prison
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/11/07/fort-worth-texas-officer-review-tunnel-vision-atatiana-jefferson-death/2516382001/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/birmingham-remembers-4-little-girls-50-years-after-infamous-church-flna8C11162426
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/birmingham-remembers-4-little-girls-50-years-after-infamous-church-flna8C11162426
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/06/18/415539516/the-victims-9-were-slain-at-charlestons-emanuel-ame-church
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/06/18/415539516/the-victims-9-were-slain-at-charlestons-emanuel-ame-church
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/06/18/415539516/the-victims-9-were-slain-at-charlestons-emanuel-ame-church
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2017/01/05/black-teenager-who-was-slammed-to-the-ground-at-texas-pool-party-sues-ex-cop-city-for-5m/
https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-girl-thrown-punishment-unfair-20151029-story.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlanta_murders_of_1979%E2%80%931981
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlanta_murders_of_1979%E2%80%931981
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlanta_murders_of_1979%E2%80%931981
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlanta_murders_of_1979%E2%80%931981
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Black people are unjustly and disproportionately overpoliced, arrested,
incarcerated, and sentenced to death (Walter McMillan and Cyntoia Brown).

Black mothers die during and after giving birth (Shalon Irving) and Black babies
die being born at the highest rates due to subpar maternal care and the stress
of being Black women in America.

Black people are disproportionately impacted by and/or dying from COVID-19
and as well as HIV/AIDS all types of cancer and environmental racism with
natural (New Orleans, LA/Hurricane Katrina) and manmade (Flint, MI) disasters.

Black workers are disproportionately injured and die because we are
concentrated in the most dangerous low paying jobs (Health care workers
specifically: Wayne Edwards, Deryk Braswell, Priscilla Carrow, Edward Becote,
Rafael Cargill, Adiel Montgomery, Gary Washington, Tina Reeves, Michelle
Abernathy, Jana Prince, Cassandra Grant Diaz, Deborah Gatewood;
Construction: Black and Latinx immigrant workers).

Black men are threatened by white women with state violence for asking them
to follow rules/policies/laws (Christopher Cooper).

Black cis/trans youth, women, and men are subjected to lynchings and white
mob violence for white lies, discomfort, and abuse of power (Emmet Till, Ernest
Thomas and Samuel Shepherd, Aiyana Stanley-Jones, George Floyd, Charleena
Lyles, Tanisha Anderson, Tamir Rice, Tony McDade).

 

Make no mistake — this is an apartheid system undergirded by the latest
in technology and weapons.

Black women hold all of this pain and suffering while organizing, mobilizing, building
community, developing strategies, running campaigns, raising children, caring for
elders, doing charity, starting organizations, running for office, having loving
relationships, shopping, attending school, writing for our lives, and working
(sometimes multiple) jobs while also managing the whims and harms of white co-
workers and managers; storekeepers and bank managers; principals and
superintendents; police and elected officials who do not see us as human worthy of
care and concern. While this tells a story of white racism it does not begin to
address the gendered interpersonal and intra-racial violence that cis-gendered
Black men inflict on Black cisgender women/girls (Alisha Woodard) and transgender

https://justmercy.eji.org/
https://www.npr.org/2019/08/07/749025458/cyntoia-brown-released-after-15-years-in-prison-for-murder
https://www.npr.org/2017/12/07/568948782/black-mothers-keep-dying-after-giving-birth-shalon-irvings-story-explains-why
https://www.usnews.com/news/healthiest-communities/articles/2019-08-01/black-babies-at-highest-risk-of-infant-mortality
https://unnaturalcauses.org/episode_descriptions.php?page=2
https://unnaturalcauses.org/episode_descriptions.php?page=2
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/20/black-americans-death-rate-covid-19-coronavirus
https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/group/racialethnic/africanamericans/index.html
https://minorityhealth.hhs.gov/omh/browse.aspx?lvl=4&lvlid=16
https://www.demos.org/blog/years-after-katrina-black-poor-remains-high-risk
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/flint-water-crisis-michigan-racism-city-mayor-karen-weaver-police-a8369981.html
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/apr/16/black-workers-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/apr/16/black-workers-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/04/nyregion/coronavirus-ny-hospital-workers.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/04/nyregion/coronavirus-ny-hospital-workers.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/jun/05/us-health-workers-died-coronavirus-lost-on-the-frontline
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/jun/05/us-health-workers-died-coronavirus-lost-on-the-frontline
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LWdtR_lBANI
https://www.lhsfna.org/index.cfm/lifelines/february-2018/number-of-worker-deaths-in-construction-continues-to-rise/
https://www.epi.org/publication/black-workers-covid/
https://www.rlgfirm.com/posts/african-american-latino-more-likely-to-be-injured-at-work
https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2020/05/29/amy-cooper-central-park-charges-possible/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/27/us/emmett-till-lynching-carolyn-bryant-donham.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/four-black-men-accused-1949-rape-white-woman-florida-are-n957766
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/four-black-men-accused-1949-rape-white-woman-florida-are-n957766
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2010/09/aiyana-stanley-jones-detroit/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/31/us/george-floyd-investigation.html
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/crime/family-seattle-police-prepare-for-inquest-into-fatal-shooting-of-charleena-lyles/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/crime/family-seattle-police-prepare-for-inquest-into-fatal-shooting-of-charleena-lyles/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/tanisha-anderson-death_n_6407656
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/tag/tamir-rice
https://abcnews.go.com/US/lgbtq-community-calls-justice-black-trans-man-shot/story?id=71022981
https://ujimacommunity.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Intimate-Partner-Violence-IPV-v9.4.pdf
https://www.vpc.org/studies/dv5two.htm
https://mynbc15.com/news/local/local-church-recovering-after-attempted-murder-suicide
http://www.tgijp.org/expanding-black-trans-safety-an-open-letter-to-our-beloved-community.html
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women/girls (Candace Towns, Iyanna Dior), and other Black cisgender men/boys
and transgender men/boys often due to internalized racism.

Black women demand safety for ourselves and our families and communities from
white racist violence in all its forms in our homes, communities, cars, public transit,
commercial spaces, and workplaces in cities and states across this nation and the
world.

Black women demand reparations and the redistribution of looted resources born of
our creativity/sweat/reproductive labor and mined from our homelands.

Black women demand health, peace, and the right to live free.

This statement is written by Dr. Sheri Davis with the Center for Innovation in Worker
Organization. She co-directs the program WILL Empower (Women Innovating Labor
Leadership) and is a member of the Crunk Feminist Collective.

A native Atlantan and interdisciplinary scholar-activist, Davis completed her doctorate in American
Studies at Emory University, holds a M.A. in Women’s Studies from The Ohio State University and a
B.A. in Psychology and Political Science from Spelman College. She previously served as the
Director for the Westside Communities Alliance in the Ivan Allen College of Liberal Arts at Georgia
Tech. Davis also worked as a Union Representative and Grievance and Arbitrations Coordinator
with SEIU District 82, Justice for Janitors Campaign, and now serves on the board of the National
Black Worker Centers and the Advisory Committee for the Advancing Black Strategist Initiative.
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https://www.macon.com/news/local/crime/article182579416.html
https://www.bet.com/news/national/2020/06/04/video-iyanna-dior-black-trans-woman-beaten-angry-mob.html
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