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Update: Dismantling Labor’s Past in Maine

Posted on January 1, 2013 by Rosemary Feurer

Two years ago, Maine Governor Paul LePage’s removed Judy Taylor’s labor history mural
located in the state’s Department of Labor. On January 14th, it saw the light of day once
again.

January 15, 2012

Two years ago, Governor LePage removed a labor history mural from the states’
Department of Labor building. On Monday, January 14th, it was back on display after an
agreement was reached to display the mural for three years at the Augusta Museum. For
more information, see the below news stories:

Mike Hall, “Maine Labor History Mural Finally Sees Light of Day,” AFL-CIO NOW,
January 14th, 2013.

Clark Canfield, “Labor mural removed by Maine gov. back on display ,” Salon, January
14th, 2013.

Maine Sun Journal, “Maine labor mural goes back on display Monday in Augusta,”
January 13th, 2012.

April 26, 2011

The clash over the recent removal of a mural depicting the labor history of Maine at that
state’s Department of Labor offices has entered the courts. On Friday, April 22, Justice John
Woodcock, Jr., of the U.S. District Court in Bangor, denied a request by six Maine citizens
for a temporary restraining order against Governor Paul LePage and the directors of the
Maine Department of Labor and state museum. The plaintiffs argued that LePage’s removal
of the mural violated the First Amendment free speech rights of Maine citizens by denying
them access to the mural. Judge Woodcock ruled in a lengthy 45-page decision that the
mural is government speech and that the governor’s administration has the legal right to

http://judytaylorstudio.com/mural1.html
http://www.aflcio.org/Blog/In-The-States/Maine-Labor-History-Mural-Finally-Sees-Light-of-Day
http://www.salon.com/2013/01/14/labor_mural_removed_by_maine_gov_back_on_display/
http://www.sunjournal.com/news/maine/2013/01/13/labor-mural-be-displayed-starting-monday-augusta/1306161
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choose to display or remove art that is owned by the state in state buildings. The plaintiffs in
the case, including Maine labor lawyers, union officials, and artists, had sought the
restraining order to compel the return of the mural and the disclosure of its location and
condition. Woodcock did not issue any ruling on the latter issue, and the plaintiffs still hope
to force the LePage administration to disclose where and how the mural is being stored and
to ensure its physical integrity.

Other legal remedies to the mural’s removal are being explored. In early April, Guy Gilbert,
a senior U.S. Department of Labor official, wrote a letter to the Maine Department of Labor
ordering department officials to either reinstate the mural or repay the federal portion of
the $60,000 under the Reed Act that was used to pay for the mural. Some in the coalition
established to defend the mural and demand its return note that Governor LePage did not
consult the mural’s creator, Judy Taylor, before removing her art, as the contract between
her and the state requires, but Taylor has not taken any legal action. Others suggest that
LePage’s removal of the mural may have violated the Visual Artists Rights Act of 1990.

For the latest news and information on how you can support efforts to reinstall the mural,
see the Maine Labor Mural coalition website and Facebook page:

http://mainelabormural.blogspot.com/
http://www.facebook.com/mainelabormural

– Justin Jackson

April 1, 2011

Over the weekend of March 26-27, 2011, Maine Governor Paul LePage removed a mural
celebrating labor history from the Department of Labor offices. In ten panels painted by
Maine artist Judy Taylor and installed in 2008, the mural depicts the working people who
were central in the making of Maine’s rich industrial history. The panels portray diverse
groups of working-class Mainers, including colonial-era artisans; nineteenth-century loggers
and child laborers; shoe workers on strike with the CIO in Auburn and Lewiston in 1937;
and women workers riveting ships at Bath Iron Works during World War II. Together with
the renaming of department conference rooms previously named after important figures in
the nation’s labor history, such as Frances Perkins, the first female secretary of labor,
whose family has Maine roots, this act constitutes an attempt to erase the historical memory
and heritage of Maine’s working people.

For those interested, Judy Taylor’s website has detailed photographs of the mural.

http://mainelabormural.blogspot.com/
http://www.facebook.com/mainelabormural
http://www.judytaylorstudio.com/mural123.html
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The Museum in Lewiston-Auburn and Portland City Hall are deliberating with state officials
to take the mural off the state’s hands. The Portland City Council is set to vote on April 4 on
accepting the mural. The state AFL-CIO and Union of Maine Visual Artists, which has
coordinated protests on this, seems to be working to pressure Portland and the museum not
to take the mural at this time, in hopes that it might be returned

LAWCHA Resolution

The following resolution has been adopted regarding the Governor Paul LePage’s actions in
Maine:

The Labor and Working-Class History Association, the largest organization of labor
historians in the United States, supports efforts to preserve public art that represents the
nation’s labor history in local, state, and federal buildings. We deplore Maine Governor Paul
LePage’s removal of the labor history mural from Maine Department of Labor offices over
the weekend of March 26-27, 2011. In eleven panels painted by Maine artist Judy Taylor and
installed in 2008, this mural depicts the working people who were central in the making of
Maine’s rich industrial history. The panels portray diverse groups of working-class Mainers,
including colonial-era artisans; nineteenth-century loggers and child laborers; shoe workers
on strike with the CIO in Auburn and Lewiston in 1937; and women workers riveting ships
at Bath Iron Works during World War II. Together with the renaming of department
conference rooms previously named after important figures in the nation’s labor history,
such as Frances Perkins, the first female secretary of labor, whose family has Maine roots,
this act constitutes an attempt to erase the historical memory and heritage of Maine’s
working people. LAWCHA urges Maine’s elected officials to reinstall the mural in its original
location and to return the names of distinguished labor activists to the rooms where they
belong.

Labor and Working-Class History Association

Executive Committee

President, Kimberley Phillips
Vice President, Shelton Stromquist
Secretary, Cecelia Bucki
Treasurer, Thomas Klug
Immediate Past President, Mike Honey
Executive Assistant, Ryan Poe
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Board
Randi Storch, SUNY – Cortland
Moon-Ho Jung, University of Washington
Laurie Green, University of Texas – Austin
Franca Iacovetta, University of Toronto

Erik Gellman, Roosevelt University
Thavolia Glymph, Duke Universityn
Ruth Milkman, University of California, Los Angeles
Joan Sangster, Trent University
Emilio Zamora, University of Texas, Austin
Francisco Barbosa, University of Colorado, Boulder

Eileen Boris, University of California, Santa Barbara
Brian Kelly, Queen’s University
Clarence Lang, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
Priscilla Murolo, Sarah Lawrence

More Information

Maine Labor Mural Blog – the most recent news on the event.

Kevin Miller, The (Maine) Times Record, “Moved Mural Uproar Persists” (March 29,
2011)

Amanda Terkel, Huffington Post, “Maine Department Of Labor Quietly Removes Mural
Over The Weekend” (March 28, 2011)

New York Times Editorial, “He Dreamed He Saw Kim Jong-Il” (March 27, 2011)

How Can I Help?

Getting involved is as easy as writing a letter, making a phonecall, and voicing your opinion!
Make yourself heard by contacting:

http://mainelabormural.blogspot.com/
http://www.timesrecord.com/articles/2011/03/29/news/doc4d921b5f67a68563352154.txt
http://www.timesrecord.com/articles/2011/03/29/news/doc4d921b5f67a68563352154.txt
http://www.timesrecord.com/articles/2011/03/29/news/doc4d921b5f67a68563352154.txt
http://www.timesrecord.com/articles/2011/03/29/news/doc4d921b5f67a68563352154.txt
http://www.timesrecord.com/articles/2011/03/29/news/doc4d921b5f67a68563352154.txt
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/03/28/maine-labor-mural-removes_n_841369.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/03/28/maine-labor-mural-removes_n_841369.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/03/28/maine-labor-mural-removes_n_841369.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/03/28/maine-labor-mural-removes_n_841369.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/28/opinion/28mon4.html?_r=1&partner=rss&emc=rss
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/28/opinion/28mon4.html?_r=1&partner=rss&emc=rss
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Office of the Governor
1 State House Station
Augusta ME 04333-0001
Email governor @maine.gov
207 287-3531
Maine Arts Commission
Donna McNeil, Director
193 State Street
25 State House Station
Augusta ME 04333-0025
207 287-2724
fax 207 287-2725
donna.mcneil@maine.gov
Portland City Council
City of Portland
Mr. Nicholas Mavodones, Mayor
389 Congress St #211
Portland ME 04101
207 874-8683
nmm@portlandme.gov
Museum L/A
35 Canal Street
Lewiston ME 04240
207 333-3881
Rachel Desgrosseilliers
rachel@museumla.org
Maine Department of Labor
Acting Commissioner Laura Boyett
54 State House Station
Augusta ME 04333-0054
laura.l.boyett@maine.gov
Maine State Museum
Joseph R. Phillips, Museum Director
83 State House Station
Augusta ME 04333-0083
207 287-6607
email joseph.phillips@maine.gov

Maine House of Representatives
House Republican Office
Room 332, State House
2 State House Station
Augusta ME 04333-0002
House Democratic Office
Room 333, State House
2 State House Station
Augusta ME 04330-0002
email carolyncondon@legislature.maine.gov
Senate President Kevin L. Raye
Office of the Senate President
3 State House Statio
Augusta ME 04333-0003
email Senator @KevinRaye.com
Maine House of Representatives
House Majority Leader
Room 332, State House
2 State House Station
Augusta ME 04333-0002
email pdcurtis2@hotmail.com
House Democratic Office
Mrs. Emily A. Cain
Room 333, State House
2 State House Station
Augusta ME 04333-0002
email: carolyncondon@legislature .maine.gov
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She is working on The Illinois Mine Wars, 1860-1940 and a new biography of Mary
Harris "Mother" Jones.

/author/rfeurer/

